
 
Autumn  Term Newsletter 

 
October 2016 

 

Message from Mrs Dear 
 
I can’t quite believe that I am the end of my first half term here at Daiglen.  It has certainly 
been a busy one for me, getting to know as many of you as I can and finding out how 
everything works!  The children have been busy too with everyday learning as well as some 
super extra activities.  Year 5 started the term’s activities off very quickly with their 
residential trip to Gilwell.  A great time was had by all and the children were excited to tell 
us all about their big adventure, especially the camping out.  Special thanks are due to Mrs 
Jurkiw and Miss Patel for giving up their weekend to enable the trip to take place. Mrs 
Sutcliffe took some of our year 5 & 6 pupils to Fairlop School for a writing workshop which 
resulted in some excellent writing.  Mrs Sutcliffe also arranged a Roald Dahl workshop which 
was a real treat taking us on a trip around some of our favourite Roald Dahl books.  Harvest 
Festival was a great success, thank you to Reverend Mortimer for helping to lead the 
service, Heather from the foodbank for letting us know where all the food would go to next, 
and last but not least to you for your generous donations which will make a real difference 
to lots of families.  This week we held our open morning which was extremely busy with lots 
of new families coming along to get to know us.  The year 5 & 6 tour guides did an excellent 
job and I received numerous compliments about how well they carried out their duties.  
Thank you and well done children, I was very proud of you.  Thank you to our PTA 
representatives for providing refreshments and welcoming our visitors. 
 
When we return after the break we will have just 6 weeks in school during which Christmas 
preparations will be in full swing.  To get you in the Christmas mood the children will be 
bringing home with them a template to design a Christmas card.  The template will be sent 
off to a professional printing company who will return your child’s design as a fully printed 
pack of cards.  You can place orders on the form attached to the template and for every 
pack purchased the school will raise £1.  This will form part of the Year 6 fundraising for the 
term and all cheques for the packs of cards should be made payable to the PTA.  As an 
added incentive we will be choosing one child’s card from each key stage to be sent out as 
our Daiglen School Christmas card this year.  Card designs and orders should be returned to 
school after the break on Monday 7th November. 
 
I have thoroughly enjoyed my first half term at Daiglen and look forward to working with 
you all for many more to come.  I wish you all a peaceful and relaxing half term break. 



 

Uniform 
 

After the half term holiday all children should be in their winter uniform.  Please remember 
that we are justifiably proud of our distinctive uniform and all children should be in the 
correct uniform, with infant boys and girls wearing either their cap or felt/straw hat to and 
from school.  Please do not send children in to school wearing non-standard uniform items.  
Also please remember that we have a strict no jewellery policy to which every parents 
agrees to prior to joining the school. This includes earrings for girls, which are not 
permissible.  If your daughter has pierced ears you can purchase plastic stoppers to wear 
during the week to help keep the holes open. 

 

 

Parking 
 
During the half term holiday the planting and final finishing touches will be added to the 
new school front.  The pathways are now clearly defined by the sand coloured gravel 
surface and parents should ensure that they use the pathways to access the building, 
including access to Early Risers.  For Health and Safety reasons no child or adult should walk 
across the black tarmacadam parking areas and I would appreciate your cooperation in this. 

 

 

School Safety 
 
As you will all agree, keeping your children safe whilst they are in our care is always our 
priority.  We have noticed that, at certain times of the day, we are a little vulnerable on site 
as we have open access to the rear of the school building during the times when the gates 
are open during arrival and dismissal, morning and afternoon.  We are currently looking into 
making the school building more secure at these times by adding some secure entry points 
at the rear door and the door to the hall and year 1 classroom.  This may mean that the 
children will need to hold on to bags and coats until the doors open at 8.40am when they 
are led in by their teachers.  Any parent that needs access to the building during the 10 
minutes before 8.40am can always find Mrs Dear or, in her absence, the senior member of 
staff on the playground, to be let in and shown through to the office.  At any other time of 
the day access to the school will be as it is currently via the front door buzzer entry system 
which is monitored by the office staff.  We do not as yet have a date for installation of the 
new systems but wanted to explain to you the reasons for the changes in advance. 
 
 



Menus 
 
The winter menus are now available on the website. 

 

 

Up Coming Events 
 
Some notable dates for your diary: 
 

10 November – PTA Halloween Party 
15 November – Book Fair 
23 November – Whole School Flu Immunisation 
24 November - Parents Bingo Night (PTA) 
2 December  -  Y6 parents Coffee Morning 
                            Queens Road Christmas Event 
8 December      Infant Concert 
12 December - Carol Service and Y6 Bazaar 
15 December – School Panto Trip 
16 December – End of Autumn Term 
 
Full details of all events are available on the parent portal. 

 

 


