
 
Summer End of Year Newsletter  

6th July 2017 

 

Dear Parents & Carers, 
 
As we reach the end of an exceptionally busy final half term we have so many lovely 
memories to celebrate.  I was lucky enough to be able to join Mrs Sutcliffe and the year 6 
children on their residential trip to Kingswood.  The children took part in all of the 
challenges and activities with courage and determination with, many conquering fears along 
the way.  The weather was beautiful for the entire week and we returned on a much quieter 
coach than we departed with many weary heads needing to catch up on sleep!  It was an 
absolute pleasure to spend the week with the children and we were very proud of them. 
 
We have had 3 class assemblies during the half term with Years 2, 1 and Nursery sharing 
their learning with parents.  Due to all of the other events in school I wasn’t able to make it 
to all of the assemblies but heard glowing reports about each performance.  Well done 
children. 
 
During the week of Sports Day, after our fears for cancellation due to rain upon our return 
to Ashton Playing Fields, we were hit with a heatwave!  Despite the soaring temperatures 
the children managed to keep cool, remaining hydrated and in the shade between events.  
The day ran smoothly thanks to Mrs Donovan’s planning and all of the help from staff, and 
of course to Mrs Boulton and Miss Tilson, our sports captains mothers.  Sports Day has 
always been one of my favourite events of the school calendar and my first Daiglen Sports 
Day certainly didn’t disappoint.  Some excellent competitive performances from our young 
athletes.    Lovely to have Mr Degen with us as a representative of our Board of Governors 
cheering the children on.  Well done to all! 
 
Junior Concert afternoon was a real treat with fantastic performances from Years 3 & 4 in 
‘The Mystery of Magpie Manor’, and years 5 & 6 in ‘The Jungle Book’.  Some exceptional 
performances across the board from all.  Well done to the children and thank you to the 
staff who put so much additional time and effort into making the productions possible.  Our 
thanks once again also to Mr Davis who filmed the performances for us with a link to the 
recording available via the PTA for a small charge of £5. 
 
The Swimming Gala was enjoyed by all, children, staff and parents alike.  A lively and 
competitive morning with the children really showcasing their swimming skills.  Most 
impressive!  Thank you to Mrs Sydenham for organising the races and scoring system. 
 
Representatives from our chosen charities for the year, All as One and The Honeypot, were 
presented with total sums raised in a special assembly.  Thanks to your continued generosity 
the children presented £827.55 to All as One and £866.81 to the Honeypot.   This is an 



impressive amount and our charity work forms an important part of the children’s 
development as they grow as both national and global citizens recognising their 
responsibility for others. 
 
It seems hard to believe that this time last year I was in my office at St. Ursula’s coming to 
the end of my 7 years there and beginning to say my goodbyes to everyone.  My first year 
here at Daiglen has flown by and I have thoroughly enjoyed it.  I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank you as parents, the staff and most importantly the children for making 
me feel so welcome.  I wish you all a peaceful summer break. 
 

Mrs Dear 
 
P.T.A News 

The P.T.A. ‘Friends of Daiglen’ have had a busy end to the year with the  ‘Masquerade Party’ 
enjoyed by all who attended and raising  in excess of £4,000 and the Summer Fayre which 
raised  £2,000.  Thank you to all those who have helped to organise events throughout the 
year and in particular to our Chair, Mrs Zimelstern. 
 
End of Year Reports  
All end of year reports have been posted on the portal today along with a covering letter 
explaining the assessment gradings and levels. 
 
Explanatory key regarding Effort Grades for pupils in key Stage 1 and 2 
 
Effort 

 1 – Excellent 

 2 – Very Good 

 3 – Average 

 4 – Below Average 

 5 – Well Below Average 
 
For Key Stage 2 (Yrs 3 – 6) there is also an Attainment Grade as detailed below: 
 
Attainment 

 A – Excellent 

 B – Very Good 

 C – Average 

 D – Below Average 

 E – Well Below Average -  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Staff News 
This week we welcomed back Mrs Lamont following her maternity leave.  She will be 
working as Year 2 form tutor for 3 days per week alongside Mrs Stanley who will return 
ready for the start of term in September.  It will be lovely to have them both back in school.  
We will sadly be saying goodbye to Miss Ratcliff who is returning to her home town of 
Sunderland to be with her family and continue her career there.  Miss Ratcliff has been a 
highly valued member of the Daiglen team for the two years that she has been here and she 
will be very much missed.  We wish Miss Ratcliff all the best for her future and thank her for 
all she has done for the school.  We are currently in the process of recruiting a new member 
of staff to the early years team. 
 
Staffing for September will be as follows: 
 
Nursery Teacher:  Mrs Davis 
Reception Teacher: Miss Doig 
Early Years Support Staff: Mrs Gabrel, Mrs Kempner, Mrs Sattar, plus new member of staff 
Year One: Mrs Hamid & Mrs Dobinson 
Year Two: Mrs Lamont, Mrs Stanley & Miss Patel 
Year Three: Mrs Bond & Mrs Mooney 
Year Four: Miss Holden, Mrs Sydenham & Mrs Ortiz 
Year Five: Mrs Jurkiw & Mrs Brooder 
Year Six: Mrs Sutcliffe & Mrs Brooder 
 

 



Uniform  

Children may return in either summer or winter uniform until October half term break. A 
mixture of the two will not be permissible i.e. summer dresses with tights. 
 
If you are replacing trainers over the break please note that only plain white trainers 
should be worn in school for games. (available on JLP website) 
 
After half term break all children should be in full winter uniform. 
 

Uniform Changes 
Over the next couple of years we will be making some phased changes to some uniform 
items.  A new machine washable blazer will be phased in as the current stock levels drop.  
The new style blazer will be much easier to keep clean and also will be priced much more 
reasonably.  The girl’s tunic will no longer be available in the plain grey, in all sizes as we are 
introducing a grey tartan fabric in its place.  The new tunic will be available from mid-
August.  Girl’s may continue to wear the plain tunic until such a time as they need the next 
size and will be completely phased out by Easter 2018.  Please ensure that you no longer 
buy the plain grey tunic as you replace them as only the tartan style will be listed on the JLP 
website as Daiglen uniform. 
 
Following many requests for an improved sports kit we have sourced and selected new style 
shorts, polo shirts and tracksuits.  The new sports kit will also be phased in as the current 
stock levels are depleted.   
 
N.B. You will not be required to replace any existing items of uniform, blazers, sports kit 
or tunics until your child needs the next size or has worn out existing items.   
  
 

Invoices 
In order to accommodate parents who wish to transfer July childcare vouchers to their 
accounts we will not issue Autumn Invoices until later in the summer break during August.  
Please continue to check the portal periodically during the break. 
 

Speech Night  

I look forward to seeing you all at Speech Night tomorrow.  Children should arrive at the hall 
no later than 6.15pm in full summer uniform to be shown to their seats by their teachers.  
Unfortunately we cannot accommodate siblings.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


